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And if you weren’t there that day, don’t stop reading – we want everyone to

come and share our celebration of that first fantastic demonstration

when we joined hands around the G8 summit site and

started a campaign that just keeps on rolling.

Some of you might want to join the anniversary

celebrations in Birmingham (details on page 4),

but please note that we’ve also planned our own

Leeds events to mark the occasion.

So come along and meet other debt campaigners old

and new, share memories and hopes, enjoy the music

of some talented musicians from the South and hear

Southern speakers talking about the experience of debt

and debt-relief in their home countries. There’ll be

photos to remind us of five years of campaigning, and

plenty of opportunities to reminisce – and to plan for

the future. The one and only Ben Niblett will be there to

bring us up-to-date on the debt issue – what’s been

achieved, what still needs to be done and how you can

take action. We’ll also be making chains for our cyclists

to take to the G8 in Evian to remind world leaders that

people are still waiting for the Jubilee.

7:30pm, Friday 16 May 2003

All Hallows Church Hall, Regent Terrace, Hyde
Park, Leeds

Music, dancing, bar and a collection bag!
All ages welcome!

If you’re definitely coming, please help our planning by

letting Jane know at the office. And if you’re coming from

outside Leeds and would like to be met at the station, also

let us know so that we can arrange it. See you there!

And then the next day,
Saturday 17 May…
…we’ll be in the centre of Leeds, in Dortmund

Square from 10am till 11.30, gathering more

signatures for our G8 postcards. We’ll also be

wishing the Leeds Velorution cyclists ‘bon voyage’

for their ride through Belgium and France to join

the Chain of Debt demonstration around the G8

summit at Evian les Bains, in the French Alps. 

Come along and help us to involve

the people of Leeds in the

campaign to Drop the Debt!

RememberingBirmingham…
…right here in Leeds!

Do you remember where you were on 16 May, five years ago? 
Yes of course you do! In Birmingham with 70,000 other Jubilee 2000
supporters, joining hands and shouting ‘DROP THE DEBT!’

ACTION



Well, since Annie left to go and have her baby, things at

TIDAL have never stopped. We had a well-attended 

GATS Sale of the Century Speaker Event at the Civic 

Hall on 20 February, followed closely on its heels by an

exhaustive two weeks of Fairtrade Fortnight. You can read all about some of these TIDAL-run

events in the following pages. But now is not the time to put up our feet and rest, as we have lots of

events planned for the next few months. Coming up very soon we have the Trade Union May Day

March in which TIDAL is taking part, and our main Debt Event of the year is ‘A Day to Remember’

on 16/17 May. On 28 June we have our main Trade Event, ‘Scale up for Trade Justice’. You can

find more details of all these events, and how you can get involved, in these eight pages!

Annie’s baby, by the way, duly arrived on his expected date of 28 Feb at 8.20pm. His name is

Stanley Peter Ellison and he weighed in at 7lbs 3oz. TIDAL, of course, sends love, best wishes and

congratulations to Annie and Paul.

Jane Speight
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Things are
buzzing…

Debt & Trade campaigns
May–June 2003

May

Sat 3 Trade Union May Day March
Leeds city centre

Sun 4 World Fairtrade Day

Fri 16 A Day to Remember
JDC event Birmingham – see p4

TIDAL Debt Event in Leeds
7.30pm: All Hallows Church Hall – see p1

Sat 17 TIDAL debt action in Dortmund Sq
Cyclists set off for G8 in France –see p1

June

Sun 1 Global March
Evian/Sciez, France

1–3 G8 Summit
Evian, France

27–28 Trade Justice  24 hour lobby of MPs
Leeds (and across the UK)

Sat 28 Trade Justice ‘Weigh In’
Leeds city centre (and across the UK)

Please contact Jane in the TIDAL office for
further info about any of these events.

New patrons
We are delighted to have the following

wonderful people as patrons of TIDAL and

we look forward to working with them on

campaigning to cancel the unpayable third

world debt and working towards trade

justice for the whole world…

■ Rt Revd John Packer, Bishop of Ripon &

Leeds

■ Rt Hon John Battle MP

■ Hilary Willmer, founder member of

Leeds Jubilee 2000 Network

■ Revd Gwen Collins, Chaplain of Leeds

Metropolitan University 

■ Councillor Bernard Atha OBE 

Welcome to all !

Do you know a group who would
like to hear from TIDAL?
If you are part of any kind of group – a

religious group, a Trade Union branch, a

school, a workplace group, or any group at

all that you think would be interested in

hearing about international debt and trade

justice issues, then please get in touch with

TIDAL. We have a panel of speakers

available who can make presentations of

any length or level of formality, from an

introduction to the issues to a more

complicated update on what the current

situation is.

So, now is the time to organise a speaker

meeting! Despite the gains of the

campaign, debt has not gone away, and

likewise, trade justice is a vital area for

poverty reduction at a global level.

Join the panel
If you have the very occasional spare

morning, afternoon or evening and think

that you might be able to join our speaker

panel, we’d also love to hear from you.

Whether you’ve never done anything like

this before, or are a retired university

economics lecturer, we’ll match you to the

right group and we promise not to

overwork you! We have a lot of resources

available, including outlines and visuals for

talks, which you can mix and match or use

as you like. Do get in touch with Jane in the

office to discuss it further.

So whether you’re organising a meeting or

joining our speaker panel we look forward,

with your help, to making sure there’s no

one in Leeds who’s unaware of debt and

trade issues or what we can do about them!

TIDAL speakers available!

You have been sent this newsletter because
your name is on the TIDAL mailing list. If you
would prefer to receive this information by
email, or if you would like to unsubscribe
from this list, please ring us on 0113 3917917
or email tidal@leedschurchinstitute.org
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Postcard action
Two Sides of the Same Coin – you will find

included in this mailing a double postcard

on debt and trade to send to: French

President Jacques Chirac and your MP.

(Find out the name of your MP at

www.locata.co.uk/commons or ring 020

7219 4272.) Ask Chirac to use his

Chairmanship of this year’s G8 to

cancel Africa’s debts.

You can get additional

cards from the CAFOD local offices (0113

2618057 or 0114 2687817) or contact Jane

at the office.

TIDAL @ Leeds TUC rally
The annual May Day March and Rally

organised by Leeds Trades Union Council

is on Saturday 3 May, starting  at 11:30am

from Victoria Gardens (in front of the Art

Gallery). As always, TIDAL will be there,

and Roger Harington will be speaking on

our behalf during the rally. There will be a

TIDAL stall and, of course, lots of

opportunity to sign postcards calling for

action on debt at the G8. Come along and

join us if you’re free.

TIDAL surfing
By the time this newsletter reaches you,

TIDAL’s website may well be up and

running – though probably in a somewhat

skimpy form to begin with.

Check out www.leedstidal.org

ACTION

The ducks and pelicans waddled around

unconcerned as we wandered through 

St James’ Park on our way from Mary

Sumner House to the gates of Buckingham

Palace. Among us were representatives

from the Commonwealth, colourful in

national dress and bearing their national

flags. Someone was teaching an African

hymn, so we sang along.

Eleven Commonwealth countries are

affected by the issue of unpayable debt and

it was appropriate that the Mothers Union

President should lead the way with the

Chairman of the Jubilee Debt Campaign.

The Mothers Union are strong campaigners

for debt cancellation and the Queen is MU

patron. We merged with the throng

surrounding the palace and paused for

photographs. A uniformed aide appeared

and it was time to pass over the stack of

boxes containing 129,000 signatures and

thumbprints collected from Britain and MU

women in parts of Africa.

The petition, begun during the Queen’s

Jubilee year, asked her to urge her ministers

to ‘pursue deeper and wider debt relief for

the millions of poor people in the

Commonwealth and beyond who are still

enslaved by unpayable debt and so make a

Year of Jubilee for all.’

Before the hand-in, Martha Bodu Boateng,

MU worker from Kumasi Diocese, Ghana,

said, ‘I signed the petition because I wanted

the poorer countries of the world to be

relieved of debt and poverty. If debt was

relieved, I know my local community would

be able to evolve. At the moment there are

no jobs for our youth, and the government

does not have the money to help them. We

need more money for education, which the

government also cannot provide for our

youth, both primary and secondary

education.’

Only a fraction of the cancellation

promised internationally has happened and

whilst this fraction has been of benefit, no

less than 100% cancellation is needed, as

well as a massive increase in aid, to make

possible an escape from poverty for the

very poorest nations.

To find out more about the MU visit:

www.themothersunion.org

129,000 sign Queen’s petition 
by Beryl Tierney of the Harrogate Jubilee Debt Campaign

Cancel the Debt 
S’il vous plaît!

…an African perspective

Friday 9 May, 7.15pm St Roberts Centre, Robert St, Harrogate

Speaker: Kwesi Owusu (Southern Links) – preceded by a Buffet
Supper with a French flavour and FREE glass of wine or juice.

Find out the latest on the cancellation of the unpayable debt of the world’s

poorest countries, from a speaker in close contact with those most affected by it.

Tickets: £4.50 (bought in advance) from Beryl Tierney (01423 508460) or Colin

Pepper (01423 569282). Organised by the Harrogate Jubilee Debt Campaign.
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At the time of going to press… five or six from Scotland, three or four from Lancashire, and five or

six from Leeds hope to all meet up in Zeebrugge on 22 May. We have a civic welcome lined up in

Lille that night, and then pass through Reims, Dijon and various smaller places (with campsites)

before arriving, we hope, just south of Geneva (Annemasse) on 29 May. Somewhere between here

and Sciez there will be some kind of alternative conference before the Summit on 1 June. 

Unlike two years ago, I have had several emails from France expressing interest in our trip. It looks

like we’ll get a welcome in Reims and Dijon, and there’s another group who want to keep in touch

with us as we cross France. Foolishly, they have

expressed interest in our performance of Le

Marchand de Venise, so it looks like we’ll get a

chance to perform on the way, as well as when

we arrive. We’ll also be taking leaflets to hand

out on the way. 

There are a number of events being planned 

in France already. Many of them seem more

concerned with the War than with Debt or

Trade. And many see no good in the G8 at all.

Maybe there’ll be violence? We’ll do what we

can to focus on the TIDAL issues. 

‘Vive la Velorution’? Someone used the words

in their email to me. Good, eh? I think I’ll get it

put on a T-shirt.

Roger Harington

Keep it coming…
by Lindsey Pearson – Chair of TIDAL

Thanks to all of you who have set up standing

orders in favour of TIDAL and others who

have sent in one-off donations. This is all

really encouraging. At the moment, however,

it costs us around £900 per month to run and

staff the office, produce newsletters and other

communications, as well as to plan, organise

and run educational and campaigning events.

Currently, standing orders bring in around

£300 per month, leaving a shortfall of around

£600 a month. As a campaigning group, we

can’t apply for charitable status and some

grants and trusts are also unavailable to us. So

please keep sending in your donations and if

you were meaning to set up a standing order

and haven’t yet done so, or if you’ve lost the

form – contact Jane at the office. As the

successor to the Leeds Jubilee 2000 Network,

TIDAL is well-respected and recognised

nationally as being a standard-setting

campaigning group – and our effectiveness

depends largely on having a paid member of

staff and a campaigns office. Let’s 

make sure TIDAL continues!

We’re also hoping to set up 

a fundraising working group to identify other

sources of funding. Do you have experience

of this and would you be willing to get

involved? Perhaps you can think of some

innovative ideas to raise money for TIDAL.

…and thanks!

ACTION

Noticeboard
■ The aim of TIDAL is  ‘…to combat global
poverty and injustice through campaigning on
trade justice and debt issues, and to promote the
objectives of Jubilee Debt Campaign and the
Trade Justice Movement within the Leeds area’. If
you agree with these aims, why not join us? To
add your name and details to the mailing list,
contact Jane at the office.

■ We would prefer to send out this newsletter
by email – it saves us lots of money – if you don’t
already get it by email and are willing to do so,
please let us know for next time (you will need
Adobe Acrobat Reader and then you can print it
out yourself).

■ When you’ve finished reading this, why not
pass it on to someone else who might be
interested – or leave it in your doctor’s or dentist’s
waiting room?

■ We have a few out-of-date, but new, J2000 
T-shirts and sweatshirts in the office – 8 black 
T-shirts, 1 white T-shirt and 2 white sweatshirts –
they are up for grabs. Any reasonable offer
accepted – this is a non-repeatable offer. Contact
Jane at the office. We also have lots of J2000 debt
lapel chains (which are still current) and Trade
Justice Movement badges available at £2 each.

16 May in Birmingham
On 16 May 1998, 70,000 people gathered in

Birmingham to show the G8 group of world

leaders that they cared about the debt

burden on the world’s poorest countries.

Five years on, the push for debt cancel-

lation continues. Ahead of the G8 Summit

in June, Jubilee Debt Campaign is bringing

together a diverse range of people and

organisations to reflect on what’s been

achieved and remind world leaders of how

much more needs to be done.

From noon onwards on 16 May 2003, there

will be a packed programme of events

happening all over Birmingham and debt

campaigners from around the country are

invited to attend. For more details contact

Jubilee Debt Campaign (020 7922 1111 or

may16th@jubileedebtcampaign.org.uk).

Or come to the events planned in Leeds on

the 16 and 17 May – see page 1.

Jubilee Debt Campaign –

www.jubileedebtcampaign.org.uk

Jubilee Research – www.jubilee2000uk.org

Vive la Velorution! The G8 Cyclists ride again

Schools Competition
Group – want to help?
by Michael Fairclough

We’d like to organise a competition for

schools in the Leeds area. The aim would be

to tie in our local debt/trade campaign with

curriculum work about the developing world.

We have an idea about how this could be

done – we just need a small group of people

to help plan and make it happen. Due to

demands on time and the need to give plenty

of notice to teachers/schools, we envisage

working towards something in 2004. Let us

know if you’d like to be involved.
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24 Hours for Trade Justice! 
Last year, trade justice campaigners lobbied

over half the UK’s MPs in Westminster. This

year, we’re taking the campaign to where

MPs hear it most – in their own towns and

cities. The aim is to lobby every one of the

659 MPs over a 24 hour period from noon

on Friday 27 June until noon on Saturday,

when people all over the county will hold

scales in the air and shout ‘Weigh in for

Trade Justice!’

The Leeds Lobby
TIDAL is organising a ‘Leeds Lobby’,

bringing Leeds MPs into the centre of the

city to meet with and be lobbied by you,

their constituents, in Millennium Square. By

coming together in this way, we can

demonstrate the strength of feeling on this

issue in Leeds, maximise the opportunity to

get noticed by the public and press, and also

have even more fun! 

The programme of the day so far is as

follows:

10:30am Speaker event, Leeds Civic Hall –

come and be inspired about the campaign

for trade justice.

11:15am Congregate in Millennium Square

in preparation for the lobby

11:30am Lobbying of Leeds MPs

12.00 noon Weigh in for Trade Justice! The

mass moment with scales so bring some

along – kitchen scales, bathroom scales,

cardboard cut-out scales – the more eye-

catching the better!

What can you do?
■ Put 28 June in your diary and

spread the word about the Leeds

Lobby! 

■ Let us know if you’re coming, and

who your MP is.

■ If you are part of a group (youth

group, faith group, etc) think about

how you can get as many people

involved as possible (eg: hold scales

and banner-making workshops).

■ So far the following MPs have

confirmed they will be at the

Leeds Lobby: John Battle

(Leeds West), Colin Challen (Morley

& Rothwell), Fabian Hamilton

(Leeds North East), Paul Truswell

(Pudsey). If your MP is not

listed, then contact them,

asking them to come along.

They have all been written to

already but some may need

extra encouragement! (Find the name of

your MP at www.locata.co.uk/commons or

ring 020 7219 4272.)

■ In addition to the Leeds Lobby, you may

also wish to arrange a meeting with your MP

in his constituency on Friday 27 June –

contact your MP as quickly as possible 

about this.

■ We aim to bombard MPs with letters

between now and the WTO meeting, so start

writing! 

For a guide to the issues and letter-writing,

visit www.tjm.org.uk/scaleup/writein.shtml

If you would like to get more involved in

organising this event please contact Jane at

the TIDAL office.

And if you don’t live in Leeds: there are

events happening in Bradford (see the TJM

website for details) or why not organise your

own event? If you live on the outskirts of

Leeds and would like to persuade your MP

(and other lobbyists) to come to the Leeds

event, then let us know – the more the

merrier!

For further information about the Trade

Justice Movement (the aims of which

TIDAL fully supports) please contact:

www.tradejusticemovement.org.uk

Scaleup
forTrade 
Justice! 

World trade rules rob poor countries of £1.3 billion a day – 14 times what
they get in aid. This needs to change. And this year we have a chance to
change it. September sees the next big meeting of the World Trade
Organisation, due to take place in Mexico. It’s vital that the agreements
made in Mexico swing the balance in favour of the poorest people and the
environment. That’s why we’re scaling up our efforts now.

ACTION

SAT 
28 JUNE
2003
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Carr Manor Primary and Parklands Girls

High School both hosted Fairtrade cocoa

producers during Fairtrade Fortnight.

Comfort, a Ghanaian cocoa farmer and

Rijayatu, a 14 year old daughter of a cocoa

farmer, visited the schools with two

representatives from the Day Chocolate

Company, who produce Divine and Dubble

bars. Comfort and Rijayatu explained the

hard work that goes into looking after

cocoa plants, and about the process that

the cocoa beans go through before they are

shipped to Europe and made into

chocolate. Carr Manor pupils learnt about

the games that Rijayatu plays on her farm,

and about the pets she owns. Comfort

taught the pupils how to say ‘best of the

best’ in Twi (their local language) and

showed pupils the rugby-ball-shaped pod the

cocoa beans grow in.

The girls at Parklands were roughly the same

age as Rijayatu but were initially shy about

asking her any questions. However, they

were soon exchanging information about

what their days were like, how their schools

compared, and if Rijayatu had a boyfriend!

The girls were very shocked to hear pupils

get caned at her school for being late for

classes, and that she has a lie in until 6.30am

on a Saturday. The fact that Rijayatu has only

been able to go to school in the last two

years, since her Dad joined Kuapa Kokoo Co-

operative who sell some of their cocoa, was

also very interesting. All the pupils said that

they enjoyed the experience and hopefully

this wasn’t just because they got a bar of

Dubble at the end of the lesson!

‘800 a day’ for Arup
Arup is a multi-disciplinary consultancy

with more than 70 offices worldwide. The

Leeds office buys Fairtrade tea and coffee

from Trade for Change for the refreshment

of its 180 staff and their numerous visitors.

That’s about 800 fairly traded cups of tea or

coffee every day! And if you are a visitor

(or lucky), you get fairly traded biscuits too!

Arup in Leeds has been purchasing these

Fairtrade goods for more than two years as

part of its commitment to good corporate

citizenship, putting our principles into

practice. Purchasing these products also

raises awareness amongst our staff and

clients, illustrating a simple way that

everyone can make a difference. The office

also promotes other Fairtrade products. For

example, at Christmas all staff were sent an

Ideas for a Sustainable Christmas list which

included buying Fairtrade presents and, of

course, consuming Fairtrade goods!

Beyond this, Arup recognises that it can

make a huge contribution towards

sustainable development (including supply

chains) through the wide range of projects

they are involved in, so the firm actively

promotes the integration of sustainability

principles and practices – social, economic

and environmental – in their consultancy

work.

More about Fairtrade can be found at:

www.fairtrade.org.uk

www.divinechocolate.com

Pupils at Carr Manor Primary School give a Dubble welcome to cocoa producers, Comfort and Rijayatu. 

Schools go loco for cocoa!

T R A I N I N G  F O R  T R A D E  J U S T I C E
Passionate about Trade Justice, but not yet confident to question your MP about
it? Come to Bradford University Richmond Building K34 on Wed 18 June, 7–9pm.
You will leave as a more confident campaigner!

Campaigners from across West Yorkshire welcome. This event will be led by
Christian Aid and Oxfam and is their training input to the Bradford and Leeds
Trade Justice Events.

For more details, contact Tim Sunderland on 0113 2444764 or email:
tsunderland@christian-aid.org
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There are already many villages, towns, and

cities which have achieved Fairtrade status,

including nearby Haworth. Others include:

Leicester, Nottingham, Derby, Bolton and

Newcastle. York is also working on it – so

can we beat them to make Leeds the first

Fairtrade City in Yorkshire? 

What do we need to do?
We need 20 businesses and organisations

who do not yet use Fairtrade tea and coffee

to agree to use them regularly. We also

need four more cafés to have fairly traded

drinks as an option – a few already do, but

we want to increase the number.

Can you help us?
If you know of any

businesses of employers

who would consider using Fairtrade tea and

coffee please could you email or phone

Jane at the TIDAL office.

We also need to persuade Leeds City

Council to actively promote the use of

Fairtrade produce (mainly tea and coffee) in

all its departments and, where appropriate,

in its literature. By the time you read this,

the local council elections will probably be

over – why not write to your newly elected

/ re-elected or existing councillor and let

them know your views about supporting

Fairtrade? Feel free to use the attached

form or write your own letter.

Please let us know of any replies you

receive. Thanks.

Five Goals for a Fairtrade City
from the Fairtrade Foundation…

1Local council passes a resolution

supporting Fairtrade, and agrees to

serve Fairtrade coffee and tea at its

meetings and in its offices and canteens.

2 A range of Fairtrade products are

readily available in the area’s shops

and served in at least four cafés/catering

establishments.

3 Fairtrade products are used by at least

20 businesses and organisations.

4 Attract media coverage and popular

support for the campaign.

5 A local Fairtrade steering group is

convened to ensure continued

commitment to its Fairtrade City status.

If you would like more information

about the Leeds Fairtrade City Project,

or would like to get involved, please

contact Joan Machin (0113 2564874)

or TIDAL (0113 3917917 or

tidal@leedschurchinstitute.org)

Let’s make Leeds
a Fairtrade City!

Following the wonderful success of Fairtrade Fortnight, 
both nationally and in Leeds, and the huge interest shown by the public, the next step is
to work towards Fairtrade City status for Leeds.

Achieving Fairtrade City status is a very effective way of promoting fairly traded goods
and increasing the number of farmers in the developing world who are able to
work their own way out of poverty by earning a fair price for their crops.

To: Councillor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Leeds Civic Hall
Leeds LS1 1 UR

Dear Councillor

As a supporter of TIDAL (Trade Injustice and Debt Action Leeds) which works for justice and
fairness for trade with the Third World, I would like Leeds to join the growing number of towns
and cities which have achieved Fairtrade status. We could even become the first Fairtrade City
in Yorkshire. I hope that I can count on your support to promote this project within the Council.

Yours faithfully,

[Your name] . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

[Your address]  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

For more information about the Leeds Fairtrade City Project, please contact Joan
Machin (0113 2564874) or TIDAL (0113 391 7917 or tidal@leedschurchinstitute.org)

www.fairtrade.org.uk

✄

ACTION



Some useful contacts…

In the UK the Jubilee torch is carried on by the
Jubilee Debt Campaign. TIDAL is a member,
along with most of the same national and
regional groups who were part of Jubilee 2000. 
PO Box 36620, London, SE1 0WJ

Tel: 020 7922 1111 Fax: 020 7922 1122
assistant@jubileedebtcampaign.org.uk
www.jubileedebtcampaign.org.uk 

Trade Justice Movement
… calling for fundamental change to the unjust
rules and institutions governing international
trade, so that trade is made to work for all. 
c/o The Fairtrade Foundation, Suite 204,
16 Baldwin’s Gardens, London, EC1N 7RJ

Tel: 020 7404 0530
Email: mail@tjm.org.uk
www.tradejusticemovement.org.uk

TIDAL
c/o Leeds Church Institute, 20 New Market Street,
Leeds, LS1 6DG

Tel: 0113 391 7917 Fax: 0113 391 7939
tidal@leedschurchinstitute.org

Leeds Fairtrade Fortnight was a big
success, with lots of opportunities to
promote Fairtrade and the new
Fairtrade mark with the public and
supermarkets in Leeds.

During the fortnight, cocoa farmers from

Ghana and a banana farmer from the

Windward Islands visited local schools. On

the Saturday the town crier of East Riding

and Hollywood USA proclaimed the Fair-

trade message in Leeds city centre, whilst a

gaggle of fairies distributed over 2,000

leaflets, balloons and Fairtrade chocolate.

On Monday there were some challenging

questions about Fairtrade at a quiz at the

Royal Park Pub, followed on Tuesday by the

award for the ‘Best Leeds Supermarket For

Fairtrade 2003’ at the Civic Hall. The last

event of Fairtrade Fortnight was at the

Beehive, where ‘Foods from Around the

World’ were served throughout the day.

Best Leeds Supermarket for
Fairtrade 2003
With the help of a gang of volunteers, over

40 Leeds supermarkets were surveyed, both

before and during Fairtrade Fortnight. The

survey included Asda, Co-op, Morrison’s,

Safeway, Sainsbury’s and Tesco stores in

Leeds, but not stores that do not stock any

Fairtrade goods (eg: Marks and Spencer,

Kwik Save, Iceland and Spar). The survey

looked at the range of Fairtrade goods

available and how the store promoted them.

As a result of the survey, the Co-op in

Cardigan Road, Headingley was given the

award of ‘Best Leeds Supermarket for

Fairtrade 2003’. They had an excellent range

of Fairtrade products with promotional

stands and offers well ahead of Fairtrade

Store Manager Steven Jarret of the Co-op in Cardigan
Road receives his award from Windward Isles banana
farmer, Denise Sutherland.

Town crier and fairy traders maximising the Fairtrade message in Briggate during Fairtrade Fortnight 2003.

Look out for the new international Fairtrade Mark in your

local supermarket or store. It ensures the producers have had a

fair deal and it can be found on over 100 products –  including

bananas, pineapples, mangoes, tea, coffee and chocolate.

Fortnight. Alongside the products, they also

had well-designed, colourful and informative

literature specifically about Fairtrade.

Co-op stores featured highly in the top ten,

with even the smaller stores having a wide

range of products. With the Co-op now

having a large range of its own products

bearing the Fairtrade Mark, it is leading the

way for supermarkets.

Sainsbury’s stores also featured highly in the

top ten. They had the best range of Fairtrade

coffees in Leeds and also good promotion and

coverage in their store magazine.

Fairtrade Fortnight – a major success!


